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Biographical note 
João Joanaz de Melo graduated and holds a PhD in Environmental Engineering. He is an Assistant Professor 
at the New University of Lisbon, Portugal, conducting teaching, research and consultancy on ecodesign, 
impact assessment, energy efficiency, sustainability and economic instruments for environment. He has 
supervised applied research in cooperation with business involving over 200 partnerships. He authored the 
popular science book “What is Ecology” and 221 scientific papers, of which 91 international. Ever a lover of 
Nature, he was one of the founders and served as president of GEOTA, a national environmental NGO. 
 
Born: Lisbon, 1962. Nationality: Portuguese. 
Education 
Graduated in Environmental Engineering, New University of Lisbon (UNL), 1985. Visiting researcher at 
Cornell and Johns Hopkins Universities, USA, 1988. PhD in Environmental Engineering, UNL, 1992. 
“Agregado” in Environmental Systems, UNL, 2007. 
Current position 
Faculty member at the Department of Environmental Science and Engineering (DCEA), School of Science 
and Technology, New University of Lisbon (FCT-UNL), since 1990; currently an Assistant Professor. 
Senior researcher at the Center for Environmental and Sustainability Research (CENSE) at FCT-UNL. 
Teaches courses on strategic and impact assessment, energy efficiency, risk analysis, policy for environment 
and sustainability, and project. Has devoted special attention to cooperation with business and institutions, 
having supervised applied research and on-the-job student training in over 200 partnerships. Supervisor to 
date of three completed PhD theses and 70 MSc theses. Member of the scientific committees of the 
programs on Environmental Engineering MSc, Environmental Policy MSc, and e-Planning PhD. 
Previous positions 
National Laboratory for Civil Engineering (LNEC), 1984-1986; Research Center on Economy of Energy, 
Transports and Environment (CEEETA), 1986-1987; Directorate-General for Environmental Quality 
(DGQA), 1987-1988; PhD student at FCT-UNL, 1988-1992. Visiting scholar U. Texas, Austin, USA, 2014. 
Research interests 
Current research projects focus on ecodesign and environmental performance, energy policy, and the use of 
economic instruments to improve energy use and land use management. Other domains of interest include 
sustainability policy, eco-management, impact assessment, maritime surveillance, nature tourism, tools for 
public participation and the teaching of Environmental Engineering. 
Consultancy 
Selected projects: consultant in the “Plan for the environmental control of Pequenos Libombos dam” for the 
Mozambique Government, 1997; Government consultant to review Portuguese impact assessment law, 
1997; environmental consultant of Transgás for the Portuguese Natural Gas Project, 1997-2004; coordinator 
of pioneer strategic and environmental studies of TroiaResort for Sonae (the largest Portuguese economic 
group), division Tourism, 1998-2008; coordinator of environmental audit to the national Environment 
Agency, 2001-2002; commentator on environment for TV station SIC Notícias, 2001-2004; coordinator of 
environmental reporting for bank Millennium bcp, 2005-2010; coordinator of life cycle and eco-labeling 
studies for the Sonae Group, 2007-2013; coordinator of the nature sport chart of Arrábida for ICNF, 2016. 
Non governmental organizations (voluntary) 
Founding member of the Portuguese Association of Environmental Engineering (APEA) since 1985. 
Member of Ordem dos Engenheiros (the national Engineering association) since 1986. 
Member of the Research Center on Information Technologies and Participatory Democracy (CITIDEP). 
Founding member of GEOTA (www.geota.pt), serving as president 1992-1997 and 2009-2013. 
Practitioner of speleology at CEAE-LPN (www.lpn-espeleo.org) since 1975. Federative instructor s. 1991. 
Scientific coordinator of the Portuguese Federation of Speleology, FPE (www.fpe-espeleo.org), 2007-2014. 
Member of the International Sustainable Development Research Society (ISDRS) since 2013. 
Member of the Advisory committee at Green Budget Europe (GBE www.green-budget.eu) since 2015. 
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